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February 7, 2012 

 

Hello and welcome to the 2012 Annual Northwest Region Utility Conference.  This conference serves as a forum 
to share information regarding proposed highway improvement projects and the relocation of affected utility 
facilities.  We hope that you find the conference both informative and useful. 
 
The counties within the Northwest Region are Ashland, Barron, Bayfield, Buffalo, Burnett, Chippewa, Clark, 
Douglas, Dunn, Eau Claire, Jackson, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Rusk, Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor, Trempealeau, and 
Washburn. 
 
As part of our commitment to our customers, we have developed this handbook titled 2012 Northwest Region 
Utility Conference Handbook.  It contains detailed project related information as well as individual county maps 
showing the location of the region’s 6-year highway improvement program (state highway and local road 
projects).  The information in the handbook was printed as of January 25, 2012 and is subject to change.  We 
will keep you informed of changes to the program during various stages of the project and through future Utility 
Conferences. 
 
We ask that each of you provide feedback about today’s conference and handbook.  Please take a few 
moments to complete the questionnaire(s) that are part of your packet of handouts. 
 
We look forward to working with you on future projects and appreciate all your efforts to assist us in creating 
improved transportation routes. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Richard Ricksecker – Eau Claire 
Susan Heller - Superior 

 



Wisconsin Department of Transportation 
New regional organization 
Effective July 1, 2011 (updated July 12, 2011) 
 

DIVISION OF TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT (DTSD) 
Dan Grasser, Administrator 

Rory Rhinesmith, Deputy Administrator-Statewide Bureaus 
Don Miller, Deputy Administrator-Regions 

 
Statewide Bureau Managers (Madison) 
Bureau of Highway Maintenance – David Vieth, Director 
Bureau of Traffic Operations – John Corbin, Director 
Bureau of Project Development – Beth Cannestra, Director 
Bureau of Structures –Scot Becker, Director 
Bureau of Technical Services – Rebecca Burkel, Director 
Office of Business Outreach & Compliance – Aggo Akyea, Director 
 

Southwest Region 
Joe Olson, Director 
(608) 785-9026 
Rose Phetteplace, Deputy Director 
(608) 246-5443 

Southeast Region 
Dewayne Johnson, Director 
(262) 548-5682 
Brett Wallace, Deputy Director 
(262) 548-5884 

Northeast Region
Will Dorsey, Director 
(920) 492-5684 
Colleen Harris, Deputy Director 
(920) 492-5678 

North Central Region
Russ Habeck, Director 
(715) 421-8363 
Ken Wickham, Deputy Director 
(715) 365-5760 

Northwest Region 
Don Gutkowski, Director 
(715) 836-2891 
Jerry Mentzel, Deputy Director  
(715) 392-7927 
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Northwest Region Office Utility Contacts 

 
Name Title Phone Cell Phone 

Al Holmstrom NW Region Real Estate/Utility Supervisor 715-836-2856 715-579-7304 
Richard Ricksecker NW Region Utilities Coordinator Eau Claire 715-833-5560 715-225-9318 

 Richard.Ricksecker@dot.wi.gov   
Susan Heller NW Region Utilities Coordinator Superior 715-392-7933  

 Sue.Heller@dot.wi.gov   
Heather Dresel NW Region Utility Permits – Region 715-836-4517 715-577-6602 

Mark Hawkinson dotdtsdnwecpermitcoordination@dot.wi.gov   
    

 
 

 

Northwest Region Local Program Management Consultant 
Company Name Contact Phone Number 

Knight E/A, Inc 
700 North Third St. 
Suite 104 
LaCrosse, WI 

Randy Byom 
 
Design management consultant 

608-519-1455 ext 1 

K L Engineering 5950 
Seminole Centre Ct. 
Madison, WI 53711 

Kim Lobdell 
 
Construction management 
consultant 

608-663-1218 

Northwest Region Office Contacts 
Name Title Phone Cell Phone 

Donald Gutkowski  NW Region Transportation Director  715-836-2774  715-781-4262  
Jerry Mentzel  NW Region Operation Manager  715-392-7927  715-441-0680  

Michael Ostrowski  NW Region Technical Services Manager  715-836-2073  715-828-0680  
Mark Hughes  NW Region Project Development Manager  715-392-7957  715-225-9305  
Rick Shermo  NW Region Project Development Sup. Eau Claire  715-836-2399  715-579-0789  

David Ostrowski  NW Region Project Development Sup. Superior  715-392-7953  715-225-9329  
Robert Anderson  NW Region Project Development Sup.   715-635-2528 715-577-3855  

Paul Conlin  NW Region Project Development Sup. Eau Claire  715-833-5364  715-579-7301  
Mike Piller NW Region Survey/Plat Supervisor 715-395-3021 715-225-9448 

 
 



          Northwest Region County Highway Commissioners 

 
 

Ashland 
Emmer Shields  
P.O. Box 25 
Highbridge, WI  54806  
715-274-3662 

Barron 
Mark Servi  
260 N. 7th Street  
Barron, WI  54812 
715-637-6775 

Bayfield 
Thomas Toepfer  
311 S. 1st Avenue 
Washburn, WI  54891  
715-373-6115  

   
Buffalo 
David Brevick 
407 2nd St. 
Alma, WI 54601 
608-685-6226 
 

Burnett 
Bob Moorhouse 
8150 W. Highway 70 
Siren, WI 54872 
715-349-2285 Ext 1453 

Chippewa 
Bruce Stelzner 
801 East Grand Ave 
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 
715-726-7914 

   
Clark 
Randy Anderson  
801 Clay Street  
Neillsville, WI  54456  
715-743-3680 

Douglas 
Paul Halverson  
PO Box 174  
Hawthorne, WI  54842  
715-374-2575 Ext 603 

Dunn 
M.O. Brenden 
3303 Highway 12 East 
Menomonie, WI 54751 
715-232-2181 

   
Eau Claire 
Marcus Evan 
 2000 Spooner Avenue  
Altoona, WI 54702  
715-839-2952 
 

Jackson 
Randy Anderson 
307 Main Street Courthouse  
Black River Falls, WI  54615  
715-284-0233 

Pepin 
Steve Schofield  
312 10th Avenue East  
Durand, WI 54736  
715-678-8171 

   
Pierce 
Chad Johnson 
PO Box 870  
Ellsworth, WI  54011  
715-273-5096 
 

Polk 
Steve Warndahl  
518 Main  
Balsam Lake, WI  54810  
715-485-8700 

Rusk 
Phil Montwill 
N4711 Hwy 27  
Ladysmith, WI  54848  
715-532-2633 
 

Sawyer St. Croix Taylor 
Gary Gedart  
14688 W. CTH B  
Hayward, WI 54843  
715-634-2691 

Tim Ramberg 
PO Box 108  
Hammond, WI  54015  
715-796-2227 

Jess Sackman  
PO Box 89  
Medford, WI 54451  
715-748-1477 

Trempealeau 
Jim Johnson 
 N36258 CTH QQ 
 PO Box 97 
Whitehall, WI  54773  
715-538-4799 

Washburn 
Jon Johnson 
1600 CTH H  
Spooner, WI  54801  
715-635-4485 

 

   
 
 



Northwest Region County Surveyors 
Ashland 
David Carlson 
201 Main Street West 
Ashland, WI  54806  
715-692-7044  
 
 

Barron 
Mark Netterlund  
330 E. LaSalle  
Barron, WI  54812  
715-537-6385  
715-537-6277 FAX 
 

Bayfield 
Scott Galetka 
Courthouse %Land Records 
117 E. 5th Street  
Washburn, WI  54801  
715-373-6156  
715-373-6153 FAX 

   
Buffalo 
Joe Nelson  
407 2nd Street Courthouse  
Alma, WI 54610-0492  
608-685-6232 
 

Burnett 
Jason Towne  
7410 CTH K #120  
Siren, WI 54872  
715-349-2599  
715-349-2102 FAX 

Chippewa 
Steven J. Johnson  
7155 N. Bridge Street  
Chippewa Falls, WI  54729  
715-726-7931 

Clark 
Wade P. Pettit  
517 Court Street Rm 204A 
Neillsville, WI  54456  
715-743-5130 

Douglas 
Courthouse Rm 101  
Superior, WI  54880  
715-395-1345  
715-395-1420 FAX 

Dunn 
Leon R. Herrick  
800 Wilson Avenue Rm 330  
Menomonie, WI  54751  
715-232-1401 

   
Eau Claire 
Mat J. Janiak  
721 Oxford Avenue Rm 1510  
Eau Claire, WI  54703-5481  
715-839-4742 

Jackson 
Tim Jeatran  
308 Main Street Courhouse  
Black River Falls, WI  54615 
715-284-0221 

Pepin 
John Egli  
PO Box 39  
Durand, WI 54736  
715-372-8897 

   
Pierce 
Louie Filkins  
PO Box 647  
Ellsworth, WI  54011  
715-273-6746 
 
 

Polk 
Steve Geiger  
100 Polk County Plaza  
Balsam Lake, WI  54810  
715-485-9260  
715-485-9296 FAX 

Rusk 
Dave Kaiser  
311 E. Miner Avenue  
Ladysmith, WI  54848  
715-532-2156  
715-532-2175 FAX 

Sawyer 
Dan Ploeger  
PO Box 248  
Hayward, WI 54843  
715-634-3564  
715-634-8185 FAX 
 

St. Croix 
Brian Halling  
St. Croix Cty Hwy Dept.  
PO Box 108 
Hammond, WI  54015 
715-796-2227 

Taylor 
Robert Meyer  
224 S. 2nd Street  
Medford, WI 54451  
715-748-1459 

   
Trempealeau 
Joseph Nelson  
392 Red Cedar Street Suite 38 
Menomonie, WI  54751  
715-538-2311 Ext 348 
 
 

Washburn 
Steve Waak  
Records Office 10 4th Avenue  
PO Box 639  
Shell Lake, WI 54871 
 715-468-2232  
715-468-7836 FAX 

 

 
 



Wisconsin Department of Transportation Websites 
 
Connecting Highway Aids 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/highways/connecting.htm 
 
State Right-of-Way Permits 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/rules/property-permits.htm 
 
WisDOT Guide to Utility Coordination 
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/util/index.htm 
 
Regional Utility Conference Handbooks 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/library/publications/format/utility.htm 
 
Statewide Plans & Projects 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/index.htm 
 
Airports by County and Transportation Region 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/air/airportsbydist.htm 
 
Official State Trunk Highway System Maps 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/maps/sth.htm 
 
Digger’s Hotline 
http://www.diggershotline.com 
 
Work Zone Safety Pocket Guide 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/rules/docs/wzsb.pdf 
 
Wisconsin Lane Closure System 
http://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/closures/ 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)   
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/NaturalResources.html 
 
WI DNR Surface Water Viewer Screening Tool 
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/data_viewer.htm 
 
WI Erosion Control Product Acceptability List (PAL) 
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/engrserv/pal.htm 
 
Northwest Region Permit Application Email Address 
dotdtsdnwecpermitcoordination@dot.wi.gov 
 
 

http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/localgov/highways/connecting.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/rules/property-permits.htm
http://roadwaystandards.dot.wi.gov/standards/util/index.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/library/publications/format/utility.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/projects/index.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/air/airportsbydist.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/travel/maps/sth.htm
http://www.diggershotline.com/
http://transportal.cee.wisc.edu/closures/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/NaturalResources.html
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/data_viewer.htm
http://www.dot.wisconsin.gov/business/engrserv/pal.htm
mailto:dotdtsdnwecpermitcoordination@dot.wi.gov


Proposed Highway Improvement Program Definitions 
Resurfacing 
Resurfacing means placing a new surface on an existing roadway to provide a better all weather surface, a better 
riding surface, and to extend or renew the pavement life.  It includes pavement widening and shoulder paving (without 
changing the subgrade shoulder points).  Generally, it involves no improvement in capacity or geometrics. 
Resurfacing may include some elimination or shielding of roadside obstacles, culvert replacements, signals, marking, 
signing and intersection improvements.  Usually, no additional right-of-way is required; except possible minor 
acquisition for drainage and intersection improvements. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Overlay must be placed directly on top of existing pavement (no intervening base course) 
• May include spot replacement of curb and gutter in urban areas 
 
Pavement Replacement 
Pavement Replacement means structural improvement to the pavement structure or removal of the total thickness of 
all paving layers from an existing roadway and providing a new paved surface without changing the subgrade. It may 
include restoration of the base aggregate by adding more material before repaving, or adding base aggregate open-
graded with drainage system.  It generally involves no improvement in capacity or geometrics and no increase in 
roadbed width. Pavement replacement may include some elimination or shielding of roadside obstacles, culvert 
replacement, signals, pavement marking, signing and intersection improvements.  Additional right-of-way is typically 
not required. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• “Paving layers” as used above means existing asphalt and concrete 
• No change to subgrade means location of shoulder points is not changed 
• May include curb and gutter replacement to same line and grade 
• Does not include storm sewer construction 
• May include transfer of width between pavement and shoulders 
• May include shoulder paving 
 
Reconditioning 
Reconditioning means work in addition to resurfacing or pavement replacement.  Reconditioning includes 
improvement of an isolated grade, curve, intersection or sight distance problem to improve safety, or changing the 
subgrade to widen shoulders or to  correct a structural problem.  Reconditioning projects may require additional right-
of-way. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Does not include, increasing the number of driving lanes 
• May include replacing and/or expanding existing storm sewer systems 
• May include continuous shoulder, pavement or subgrade widening 
• Does not include adding continuous lanes 
• May include reconstruction not to exceed 50% of the length of the project 
• May include replacement of curb and gutter in urban areas with up to 50% of new curb & gutter on new horizontal or 
vertical alignment. 
 



Reconstruction 
Reconstruction means total rebuilding of both the pavement and subgrade of an existing highway to improve 
maintainability, safety, geometrics and traffic service. It is accomplished basically on existing location, and major 
elements may include flattening of hills and grades, improvement of curves, widening of the roadbed, and elimination 
or shielding of roadside obstacles.  It includes minor widening of urban streets to widen lanes or to add parking, 
bicycle accommodations or auxiliary lanes.  Removing parking together with pavement replacement is in this 
category, because the traffic carrying capacity of the roadway is increased without actually constructing new through 
travel lanes. Normally, this type of reconstruction will require some additional right-of-way. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Work that either changes the location of the existing subgrade shoulder points or removes all of the existing 
pavement and base course for at least 50% of the length of the project. 
 
Expansion 
Expansion includes the same types of work associated with reconstruction, but also involves the construction of 
additional through travel lanes. In some cases, expansion may include construction of an entirely new street or 
highway on new alignment.  Substantial land acquisitions may occur with these types of projects.  Major projects are 
excluded from this definition. [EA] 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Same as Reconstruction 
• Additional travel lanes may be either on existing or new location · May or may not include rebuilding the existing 
roadway. 
• Relocation, as used below, means changing the horizontal alignment sufficiently so that the old and new right-of-way 
are no longer contiguous. 
 
Bridge Rehabilitation 
Bridge Rehabilitation means the repair, restoration or replacement of the components of the existing structure, 
including asphaltic surfacing or concrete overlays, as well as work to correct safety defects.  Additional right-of-way 
will typically not be required, except minimal acquisitions may be necessary to accommodate ancillary improvements 
for drainage or for the construction of an abutment or pier. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Includes widening of superstructure and substructure components 
• Includes replacement of any superstructure component 
• May include replacement of portions of abutments or piers 
 
Bridge Replacement 
Bridge Replacement means the building of a new bridge at the location of the existing structure or at a new location 
usually contiguous to the existing structure.  A minor acquisition of additional right-of-way may be required. 
 
Additional Criteria 
• Includes replacement bridges with wider lanes and shoulders or additional lanes 
• Includes eliminating grade separations and replacing with at-grade crossings 
• Includes box culverts or a series of pipes wide enough to be classified as a bridge 
• A bridge of any length or type may be replaced by any other 
 



Map & Report Key 
 
The following section includes maps for state highway and local road projects.   
 
Each map contains as many as 20 projects per page with only one report for all the projects in that county. 
 
The corresponding report lists projects by Construction Year and then by Let Date.  Projects are further broken down 
by Design ID and then Construction ID (if more than one exists per Design ID). 
 
Field definitions: 
 

DESIGN ID The number assigned to the design phase of the project 
TITLE Description information generally referring to map identifiable locations 

in cardinal direction (i.e., from South to North and from East to West) 
PROJECT 
MANAGER 

A staff member from the Project Development Section who oversees 
the designer of the project 

CONST ID The number assigned to the construction phase of the project 
HIGHWAY The STH or USH of the project 
LIMITS A description that further defines where the project is located 
PROJECT 
NOTES 

A field that provides more information about the project 

LET The date the project is let for bids 
LENGTH The length (in miles) of the project 
TYPE OF 
WORK 

Definition of highway improvement projects 
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