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BOOZE and BELTS MOBILIZATION
FACT SHEET and TALKING POINTS
Make the holiday season safer for everyone 

· Law enforcement agencies throughout the state will mobilize for the “Booze and Belts” traffic crash prevention effort from Monday, December 7, through Wednesday, December 15, 2009.
Our goal is to save lives and prevent injuries—not to write more safety belt tickets or make more drunken driving arrests

· Last year, alcohol-related crashes killed 234 people in Wisconsin and injured more than 4,000.
· We cannot tolerate the needless deaths and injuries caused by drunken drivers, so our message is simple—if you’re driving while impaired we will arrest you.
· Our roadways are dangerous this time of year, and consistent safety belt use is the single most effective way to protect yourself from being ejected from a vehicle or thrown around violently inside it—and possibly hitting another vehicle occupant—during a crash.
· With the recent enactment of primary safety belt enforcement in Wisconsin, officers may stop and ticket drivers and passengers who are not wearing safety belts even if the officers do not observe another traffic or vehicle equipment violation.  
· Wisconsin could end this year with the lowest number of traffic fatalities since the 1940s. But we must continue our traffic safety efforts, like the Booze and Belts mobilization, until we attain our ultimate goal of “zero preventable traffic deaths” in Wisconsin.






